An Enduring European Relationship

The Purbeck School wishes to send its sincerest congratulations to Gymnazium

Zdar nad Sazavou on the historic occasion of its 60" anniversary.

Vv

k 60. vyroci zaloZeni.

The relationship between the two schools
stretches back to 2003, and was formed
within an EU education initiative called
Comenius. John Amos Comenius was a 17
century Moravian teacher and writer, who
promoted a simple educational philosophy,
that young people should “get out and see
the world”. Easier said than done!

Over the past 15 years Gymnazium and The
Purbeck School have worked successfully
together to turn Comenius’s philosophy into
a reality... and have had an lot of fun along
the way.

Initially staff relationships were developed
through a partnership called “Breaking Down
Walls, Building Bridges”, and was succeeded
by a more practically focussed partnership
“ICT in the European Classroom”. Under this
partnership a pattern was established of
student exchanges between the schools,
always with a working focus to hold things
together.

The schools have collaborated to produce a
multimedia guide to “Smuggling in Purbeck”,
and students have jointly presented at a
conference in Zdar about the pros and cons
of ICT in education. All good stuff! To date
around 50 Purbeck students and staff have
experienced the pleasure of visiting
Gymnazium and Zdar nad Sazavou, usually in
the winter, and activities like skiing have been
just awesome.

Perhaps most memorable of all visits for me
(and | have been fortunate enough to visit
Gymnazium on several occasions) was the
visit in 2007 of 15 of Purbeck’s “sporty boys”,
hosted by Gymnazium’s “sociable girls”. The
impromptu snowball fight in the grounds of

Pocatky nasi spoluprace v ramci projektu
Comenius sahaji do roku 1998. Jan Amos
Komensky, moravsky ucitel a spisovatel
17.stoleti, propagoval jednoduchou vzdélavaci
teorii, podle niz by mladi lidé méli “vypadnout
z domu a vidét svét”. Coz se lehko fekne, ale
har udéla.

Po celych 15 let Gymndzium Zdar a Purbeck
School prevadéji spolecné a Uspésné
Komenského filosofii do praxe... a pofad je to
bavi.

Na zacatku byl projekt Bourani zdi a stavéni
mostl, po ném nasledoval praktictéjsi projekt
Informacni technologie v evropské tFidé.
Vjeho rdmci jsme zacali se studentskymi
vyménnymi pobyty, jejichZz hlavnim cilem bylo
pracovat na spole¢nych ukolech.

Skoly spole¢né vytvorily multimedialniho
pravodce “Paserakem v Purbecku” a pfipravily
konferenci o vyhodach a nevyhodach
informacnich technologii ve vyuce. Vynikajici
prace! Zdar navétivilo celkem asi 50 anglickych
studentl a uditelll, obvykle v zimé&, a vSechny
doprovodné akce, jako napt. lyZovani, je
nadchly.

Mél jsem to Stésti, Ze jsem mohl Gymnazium
navstivit mnohokrat, ale asi nejnezapome-
nutelngjsi pro mé byla navstéva 15 pur-
beckych “sportovcd” u druznych kvintanek
vroce 2007. (Pozn. redakce — zucastnili se
tehdy i hosi, ale jak vidite, dévcata zrejmé



Zdar’ Unesco church was declared an
honourable draw before any windows were
broken in the monastery. This was followed
by the legendary “Santini Code” trail from
Zelena Hora back to school, with mixed
groups in freezing conditions. | still contend
that clue 4 was just impossible for anyone
with an 1Q less than that of Einstein.

Partners and schools from other corners of
Europe have contributed to the relationship,
recently Alta Fuenta, of Algodonales,
Andalucia, Espagne. As a three school
Comenius  partnership  boldly  entitled
“Recognising Influences, Inspiring Futures;
Legends of Europe”, the practical focus
looked at how local legends, ghosts etc could
be used to inspire creative writing. Six
conferences were held, two in each country,
and so more wonderful occasions visiting
Ronda, Granada, Sevilla and Cadiz, this time
with Czech, UK and Spanish students.

To bring the story up to date the relationship
between The Purbeck School and Gymnazium
is currently at the centre of the biggest
Comenius partnership ever in its 12 year
history. Ten additional partners with schools
or colleges from Lithuania, Romania, France,
Spain, Bulgaria, Turkey, Germany, Norway,
Iltaly and Netherlands are now mid-way
through a twelve-nation partnership called
“Europe’s Land” looking at how science,
economics and culture affect the use of land
and resources in Europe. The partnership is
aiming for 500 mobilities in total, smashing
the previous highest of 200. Purbeck has
coordinated the first year of the partnership,
but with staffing changes, Gymnazium takes
over to co-ordinate the second year. So many
other European partners are quickly learning
from our mutual experiences.

So why is this partnership work so valuable; is
Comenius’s philosophy working? To answer
that | quote from an email | received from an
ex Gymnazium student, Vojtech Boril, shortly
after he had returned from the “Mission
Unlimited” visit to Purbeck in May 2007,
which says it all:

udélala dojem, ktery je ponékud zastinil.)
Spontanni snéhova bitka v bezprostiedni
blizkosti historické pamatky byla ukoncena
vyhlasenim cestné remizy tésné pred rozbitim
oken klastera. Potom nasledovala legendarni
akce Santiniho kéd, coZ byla cesta zpét do
Skoly za poradného mrazu v Cesko-anglickych
skupinkach. Dodnes jsem presvédcen, zZe Sifru
4 mohl rozlustit jen clovék s 1Q Alberta
Einsteina.

K nasemu partnerstvi se pozdéji pfidala jesté
Skola Fuente Alta Algodonales ze Spanélské
Andalusie. Tento tfistranny projekt jsme
odvaziné nazvali ,Pozndvame vlivy, inspiruje-
me budoucnost — evropské legendy”. Prakticky
jsme zkouseli, jak mUZeme mistni povésti,
strasidla atd. pouzit pfi tvaréim psani.
Uskutecnilo se Sest konferenci, v kazdé zemi
dvé, takZe jsme méli pfilezitost navstivit napf.
Rondu, Granadu, Sevillu a Cadiz spolecné:
Angli¢ané, Cesi i Spanélé.

Nyni jsou Purbeck School a Gymnazium Zdér
vedoucimi Skolami v nejvétSim partnerstvi za
celou dobu trvani projektu Comenius.
S dalSimi deseti Skolami z Litvy, Rumunska,
Francie, Spanélska, Bulharska, Turecka,
Némecka, Norska, Italie a Nizozemi jsme pravé
v poloviné projektu Europe’s Land, ktery se
zabyva tim, jak véda, ekonomika a kultura
ovliviiuji v Evropé hospodareni s pldnim
fondem a zdroji. V ramci tohoto projektu
vycestuje do zahranici celkem 500 student( a
ucitell, coz je ve srovnani s predchozimi
dvéma stovkami ohromujici. V prvnim roce
jsme koordinovali projekt my, po persondlnich
zménéch predlo vedeni na Gymnazium Zdar.
Mnoho dalSich partnerl se tudiz uci z nasich
zkusenosti a spole¢nych zazitkd.

Pro¢ si nasi spoluprace tolik vdzim? Funguje
Komenského teorie v praxi? Odpovéd na tyto
otazky poskytuje dopis, ktery jsem dostal od
byvalého studenta Zzdarského gymnazia, Vojty
Bofila, kratce po ndvratu z navstévy s pracov-
nim nazvem Mission Unlimited v kvétnu 2007
v Anglii — ten mluvi za vse:



“Hello Mr.Shaw!! | would like to write you
about my feelings from Mission 2007"!! for
me, it has really been Mission Unlimited.... It
was really great, in England. I've been to
England one time before, but this year was
better!! | want to thank you for everything.

I liked almost all programme!! Unfortunately,
we hadn't got right shoes for

paintball:) first day was good, bowling, fish &
chips were really great!!!

Art's day on Friday was ok, Saturday was
brilliant, in Bournemouth (and Swanage)...|
hadn't got any troubles with weather, success
depends on programme (not on the weather),
and it was successfullll | love London, so |
was really looking forward to visiting! London
is very very nice, and dinner in PizzaHut was
stunning! | was totally stuffed!:) St.Paul's
cathedral was magnificient!!:)

I really enjoyed last day, football & swimming
pool were great!!:) And last evening.. words

plates!:) once again, totally stuffed, but really
nice evening, good having chats with English
friends and so on, and especially super food!!

So, "the best" from Mission 2007? | want to
say almost everything. Chiefly, great
cooperation Czech<=>English young people...
I really appreciate it!!!

It has been gasser! | really appreciate that |
could meet new friends, and be a member of
Mission 2007, and speak English, it is great
chance to learn more and more.

In the end... | would like to THANK you very
very much for making Mission(s) and
especially for the great hospitality in England.
(Rowe's Family has been really amiable, | had
a great week in their house, | appreciated
meeting with them.) thanks for a great
accommodation!

Yours sincerely, Vojta.

A couple of years later | met Vojta again,
accompanying his brother Lucas on hosting
duties in Zdar. Vojta told me his visit to
Purbeck was the most memorable week of
his school life, and that it had changed his

Mily pane Shawe! Chtél bych Vdm napsat, jak
se mi libila Mission 2007. Pro mé to byla
skute¢né Mise bez hranicl... v Anglii to bylo
bezva! Uz jsem jednou v Anglii byl, ale tohle
bylo mnohem lepsi! Chtél bych Vdm za
vSechno podékovat.

Libil se mi témér cely program! Akordt jsem
nemél na paintball dobré boty:) Prvni den byl
fajn, bowling, fish&chips vdiné vynikajici!
Vytvarny den v pdtek dobry, sobota senzacni,
v Bournemouth a Swanage pocasi v pohodé,
uspéch zdleZi na programu, ne na pocasi, a
uspéch to byl! Londyn miluju, moc jsem se tam
tésill Londyn byl krdsny, a vecefe v PizzaHut
skvélad! Opravdu jsem se nacpal. Katedrdla
sv.Pavla byla nadhernd!!:)

Posledni den jsem si opravdu uzil, fotbal i
plavdani, nddhera! A ten posledni vecer —
nemdm slov! To byla pardda — asi osm pinych
talifu, zase nacpanej, ale fakt skvély, bezvadné
jsme si pokecali, no a to jidlo!!!

Takze — co bylo nejlepsi na Mission 20077
Skoro vsSechno. Hlavné skvéla spoluprdce
mladych Cechli a Anglicand... to skutecné
ocenuji!ll Prosté mazec! Ocenuji, Ze jsem
potkal nové kamarddy, Ze jsem se toho mohl
zucastnit, mluvit anglicky, byla to skvéld Sance
naucit se vic!

Chtél bych Vam podékovat za celou Mission,
obzvldst za anglickou pohostinnost. Rowovi
byli mili, ten tyden u nich se mi moc libil, diky
za skvélé ubytovani.

Zdravi Vojta

O nékolik let pozdéji jsem se s Vojtou potkal
znovu, kdyZ hostil anglické studenty jeho bratr
Lukas. Vojta mi fekl, Zze ten tyden v Purbeck
School byl nejvyraznéjsi tyden jeho studii, ze
to Uplné zménilo jeho pohled na Zivot,



outlook on life enormously, giving him the
encouragement and self-confidence to look
for further study, work and travel
opportunities across Europe and beyond. So
John Amos was right!

In conclusion, The Purbeck School wishes to
continue its partnership with Gymnazium into
the future, and bring the opportunity that
Vojta experienced to many many more
students from Czech Republic, UK, and
indeed all of Europe.

Lindsay Shaw
Purbeck School Comenius Co-ordinator 2006-2013

povzbudilo ho to a dodalo sebevédomi pro
dalsi studium, préci i cestovani po Evropé i ve
svété. TakZze Amos mél pravdu!

Vsichni z Purbeck School si preji, aby nase
partnerstvi s Gymnaziem Zddar pokracovalo i
v budoucnu tak, aby Vojtovu zkusenost prozili
a potvrdili dalsi a dal3i studenti nejen z Ceské
republiky a Velké Britanie, ale z celé Evropy.

Lindsay Shaw
Purbeck School Comenius Co-ordinator 2006-2013



